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INTO students experience local industry
By FRANCES LAZELL

THE PARTHENON
INTO Marshall University
students, faculty and members
of Marshall’s Career Services
visited and toured the Special
Metals plant Wednesday in
Huntington.
Ying Zhuo Li, INTO MU student from China, said visiting
Special Metals made her realize
how different factories are in
the U.S.

Revised SAT
exam will
drop essay
requirement
starting 2016

“This was the first time that
I saw an American factory,” Li
said. “It’s very different in my
country because there are a lot
of machines and live workers.”
Following safety procedures,
tour participants were required to wear steal toe boots,
hard hats and glasses.
Prior to the tour, Special
Metals employees provided students with information about
the company’s history.

Special Metals began as
The Huntington Alloys works
in 1922 as a processing mill
for nickel alloys. In 1998, the
Special Metals Corporation
group was created after Special Metals Corporation of New
Hartford, N.Y. acquired Inco Alloys International Inc., which
included Huntington Alloys.
According to the Special Metals website, the company is
a fully integrated nickel alloy

processing mill. The researchers
at the Huntington site developed
most of the currently manufactured products of Nickel,
MONEL, INCONEL, INCOLOY,
INCO-WELD, INCOCLAD and
NILO families of nickel alloys.
The group went on an hour
and a half tour of two different
departments.
The field trip was part of the
English as a second language
in the workplace class that is

offered as an elective to students who are part of the INTO
MU academic English program.
Joanna Schrecengost, the faculty instructor for the course,
said the trip provided students
with a well-rounded experience in the workplace.
“The main point of the class is
to give students exposure to the
workplace,” Schrecengost said.
“They won’t leave with an indepth knowledge of everything,

but they will have been exposed to American culture in
workplace, which is especially
important if they plan to work
in a globalized field.”
Schrencengost said her bachelors degree in business made
her aware of the need for students to understand the jargon
used in business settings.
Frances Lazell can be contacted at lazell2@marshall.
edu.

TO
YOUR
HEALTH

By LARRY GORDON

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
As part of a major overhaul of
the SAT college entrance exam,
test-takers starting in 2016 will
no longer be required to write
an essay, the College Board announced Wednesday.
However, an essay-writing
test still will be offered, and
many colleges may demand
that applicants take it and submit the score.
With that change, the main
SAT will be condensed to two
sections from the current three,
and the top score possible will
be 1,600, as it was for many
decades.
The present 2,400-point
maximum was introduced
with the start of the required
essay seven years ago. The
new optional essay test will
be graded separately on a
scale that is still under consideration, said officials of
the College Board, which
owns the widely used exam.
Those shifts, officials said,
are part of wider effort to better align the exam with what
students learn in high school
and will need in college _ and
away from the advantages
they may gain from expensive private tutoring.
For example, the revised
sections in reading will
drop their most obscure vocabulary words and instead
"focus on words students
will use over and over again,"
said College Board President
David Coleman. The math
problems will be less theoretical and more linked to
real-life questions.
"While we build on the best
of the past, we commit today
that the redesigned SAT will
be more focused and useful,
more clear and open than
ever before," Coleman said
at a meeting in Austin, Texas,
that was broadcast over the
Internet.
While the test sponsors long
had argued that coaching does
not help students significantly,
Coleman acknowledged that
many people believe students
who can afford tutoring have
an advantage.
"It is time for the College
Board to say in a clear voice
that the culture and practice
of costly test preparation that
has arisen around admission
exams drives the perception
of inequality and injustice in
our country," he said.

See SAT | Page 5
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Children get involved in finger painting (above) and
pull-ups during the Student Association of Nutrition and
Diatetics event Wednesday in the Memorial Student Center.

SAND kicks off National Nutrition Month
By MORGAN M. SWITZER

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Student
Association of Nutrition and Dietetics sponsored a nutrition
extravaganza Wednesday afternoon in the Memorial Student
Center to kick off the beginning
of March’s National Nutrition
Month.
Jessica Walden, public relations representative and a
dietetics student at Marshall,
said the event would help raise
awareness about their organization and the importance of a
healthy diet and regular fitness.
“Our goal is to make more of
an awareness about the dietetic
program as well as good nutrition,” Walden said. “On campus,
we have a huge population of
people who want this kind of
information.”

-Center for Teaching and Learning-

This event is also being
utilized in order to gather
donations to support the Marshall University Food Pantry,
located in the basement of the
MSC. The food pantry is an organization that was founded
to create awareness about the
hunger problem on college
campuses and to help keep
members of the Marshall community well fed and nutritious.
“We want everyone to have
healthy food available to
them,” Walden said.” We are
accepting food donations and
monetary donations in order
to help stock the MU Food Pantry. Everyone needs proper
nutrition.”
In order to demonstrate the
importance of fitness, SAND
invited Marshall’s ROTC program to participate.

“We have the ROTC program
here doing some different physical activity challenges to get
people excited and involved,”
Walden said.
Third year ROTC member,
Daniel Watson, said they were
to demonstrate the physical
activity the members of his program practice regularly.
“We are here today in order
to stress how important fitness is when striving to keep
a healthy body,” Watson said.
“Nutrition is a large part of
achieving individual weight
and strength goals.”
Children from the Marshall
University Early Education
STEM Center were also in attendance to participate in this
educational celebration.

See SAND | Page 5

CTL opens up for 15th anniversary
By KYLEE McMULLEN

THE PARTHENON
The Center for Teaching and
Learning provided faculty with
the 15th annual anniversary
academic open house Wednesday, in Room 109 of Old Main.
The CTL provides faculty development, facilitates
cross-disciplinary faculty collaborations and offers a range
of resources to assist faculty in
improving their teaching practice so students can learn more
efficiently and effectively.
“We’re here to help faculty
from the very first day they
walk in until the day of retirement,” Sherri Smith, executive
director for the CTL, said. “We

want to help them improve
their teaching and continue
to immerse themselves in the
scholarship of teaching and
learning.”
Included in the CTL is the
Faculty Development Office,
the Service Learning Program
and the Writing Across the
Curriculum Program. It was established in 1999 by Academic
Affairs.
“We hope that faculty will
become aware of several new
initiatives and begin to see the
CTL not only as a resource for
them but also as a collaborative
space which they are encouraged to contribute regularly,”
Smith said.

INSIDE: NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4 | LIFE!, 6

The center will be announcing a new annual faculty
fellowship at the open house.
Made possible by a gift from
Charles B. Hedrick and Mary
Jo Locke Hedrick, the Hedrick Faculty Teaching Fellow
will serve a year in residence
in the center, conducting research, developing a special
area of expertise in teaching
and learning in order to add
to the programming regularly
offered by CTL. They will also
collaborate with the CTL staff
to shape the center’s strategic
plan for campus wide faculty
development.

See OPEN HOUSE | Page 5

HIGH 49°

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Sticky notes arranged to look like a human eye serves as an
example of the creative ways to teach during the Center for
Teaching and Learning open house Wednesday in Old Main.

LOW 27°
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Obama urges Congress: Give America a raise
By ANITA KUMAR
and LESLEY CLARK

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
President Barack Obama
— and the governors of four
New England states — dined
Wednesday at a college town
eatery that pays its employees
more than the minimum wage,
as Obama pressed his electionyear campaign to “give America
a raise.”
“He knows what it’s like to

work all his life and he understands that if people are
working hard they shouldn’t be
in poverty,” Obama said of the
owner of the Cafe Beauregard.
Obama was joined by Govs.
Dannel Malloy of Connecticut,
Deval Patrick of Massachusetts,
Lincoln Chaffee of Rhode Island
and Peter Shumlin of Vermont.
He noted that in the year since
he’s been pushing to raise the
federal minimum wage, six
states have passed laws to raise

Canceled health insurance
plans extended — again
By TONY PUGH

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
Americans whose 2013
health insurance policies were
supposed to be canceled this
year because they don’t meet
tough new standards under the
Affordable Care Act can now
renew those noncompliant
policies for another two years
if their home states allow it,
the Obama administration announced Wednesday.
The administration’s second
canceled-policy “fix,” following
a one-year extension granted in
November, was the most notable and controversial of several
new executive branch tweaks
made to the health law for next
year.
Theoretically, the move allows about 500,000 individual
and 1 million small group
health policies to continue
through October 2017.
The decision to extend the
policies was made in “close
consultation” with a handful
of congressional Democrats
facing tough re-elections, including Sens. Mary Landrieu of
Louisiana and Jeanne Shaheen
of New Hampshire. Both called
for consumer-friendly changes
to the health law.
Congressional Republicans
were counting on a wave of
policy expirations later this
year to fuel potent attacks on
these and other Democrats
who voted for the health law.
But the new extension, which
must be approved by state insurance departments, could
now provide Democrats’ valuable political cover.
Obama officials said employers, consumers, insurers
and other stakeholders were
consulted about the extension.
But Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., called

the announcement a “desperate move to protect vulnerable
Democrats in national elections
later this year.”
“By announcing a new delay in requiring that policies
meet minimum coverage standards,
the
administration
avoids a new round of health
policy cancellations set to hit
shortly before the November
elections,” McConnell said in a
statement. “What makes this
latest delay so troubling is the
fact that it was prompted not
by the heartbreaking stories of
millions of Americans, but by
the private pleadings of a handful of endangered Democrats.”
The administration was
already under fire from conservative legal activists and
Republican lawmakers for
changing
important
Affordable Care Act rules and
implementation
timetables
without approval from Congress. Senior White House
officials said Wednesday’s
adjustments would be the
last significant changes in the
health law’s rollout for 2015.
“No major changes are anticipated at this point,” a senior
administration official, speaking on condition of anonymity
as a matter of Obama administration policy, said during
a telephone press briefing. “I
think (Health and Human Services) Secretary (Kathleen)
Sebelius and (Treasury) Secretary (Jack) Lew have gone
through and identified every
major policy that needs to be
addressed.”
After public outrage over policy cancellations and President
Barack Obama’s broken promise that Americans could keep
their coverage if they liked it,
the president allowed one-year

See INSURANCE | Page 5

theirs, including Connecticut.
From lunch, Obama took
his case to Central Connecticut State University, urging
Congress to raise the federal
minimum wage for tens of
millions hourly workers from
$7.25 to $10.10 per hour by
2015.
“Too many Americans are
working harder than ever just
to keep up,” Obama said. “It is a
central task for all of us to build
an economy that works for

everybody, not just for some.”
Obama said a number of
employers, including Costco
and most recently Gap, have
boosted wages.
“It’s not bad business to
do right by your workers, it’s
good business,” he said, noting
higher wages can help lower
turnover, boost morale and increase productivity.
A number of business groups
oppose raising the minimum
wage, and critics point to a

Congressional Budget Office
report issued last month that
said the most likely scenario
under Obama’s proposal would
be that almost 1 million people
would be lifted out of poverty,
but that another 500,000 could
lose their jobs.
The legislation “might sound
good in theory, but could cost as
many as a million jobs,” Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said last week.
The
minimum
wage

campaign is a key piece of the
yearlong agenda Obama unveiled in his State of the Union
address. Last month he signed
an executive order boosting the
minimum wage to $10.10 for
employees involved in future
government contracts.
But, he said, “to finish the job,
Congress has to get on board.”
He pushed back against criticism that raising pay would

See WAGE | Page 5

Mermaids explore
and explain
worldly issues

ABOVE: Amanda Wood of the College
of Education plays Luna in “A
Mermaid’s Tale” Wednesday in the
Francis Booth Experimental Theatre.
RIGHT: A student receives a temporary
tattoo Wednesday before the show
“Body Shots VIII: Mermaids.”
LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON

THE PARTHENON
Students and professors performed in a
diverse exhibition of visual, vocal and theatrical art Wednesday night in Body Shots
VIII: Mermaids at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center.
In a seven act show artists across different disciplines explored aspects of
the mythical mermaid in a show that discovered and discussed issues of gender,
environment, sexuality, social media and
romantic relationships.
A skit of “Aging Lovers” with mermaid,
Jocelyn Gibson, and sailor, Marcus E. Floravante told a story of the mermaid and
her sailor meeting again after many years
apart, expressing the timeless tale of a
sailor’s attraction to the feminine mermaid
creature.
Assistant Professor Bob Deal gave a
comic lecture on the luring mermaid and
the man’s fascination with the breast bearing creatures and their “lurking places.” His
speech offered the audience a humorous
theory on how to find the “lady bits” of a
mermaid.
The second act featured a short play with
Amanda Wood as the mermaid and Rashi
Fischer as her human lover. The play told
the story of the mermaid’s passion and curiosity about two legged people and their

world. However, as the story unfolds the
mermaid realizes that her undersea world
is being torn apart by an underwater mining company owned by none other than
her lover. The mermaids wage war on the
humans and in the end she kills her lover.
The play spoke volumes to the human destruction of the sea and the life within and
gave the audience environmental issues to
contemplate.
Political science professor, George Davis
led the third act with an anecdotal speech
on human reflections in contaminated water. His lecture gave insight into the recent
water crisis in West Virginia and the reflection events such as these have on humans
as a whole.
The performance included a short film
on the life of mermaid Iona, who discovered her feelings and personal connections
to the earth through water. She described
her connection with the water as one of
the few ways humans have to connect to
Earth’s elements and encouraged viewers
to do the same.
Act V was a power point presentation
by assistant professor of English, Hilary
Brewster discussing The Dos and Don’ts
of Dating Like a Mermaid. Her slideshow
giving Ariel’s perspective on romantic relationships had the audience laughing along

with comical advice about dating. Brewster also gave serious tips on being oneself,
having fun with a significant other and not
expecting perfection out of relationships.
The final act was a dance performance
titled Matter, Matrix, Mother and Medium.
It was choreographed by Robin Conley assistant professor of anthropology. Body
Shots VIII: Mermaids concluded with the
final scene of the “Aging Lovers” skit where
mermaid and sailor parted ways to their
different worlds.
The audience applauded and cheered
as the performers took the stage for a final bow. The performance took the form
of several mediums of intellectual art
that creatively explained common issues
through the tales and connections to the
mystical mermaid creature.

Fraternities compete in ‘Xi Man’ competition for autism awareness
By ERIKA RITTENHOUSE

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Matt Schneider, junior athletic training major, Nick Declaro, sophomore history major and Kengo Noiri,
internationial business major prepare to show off their costumes for Xi Man, put on my Alpha Xi Delta
Wednesday in the basement of the Memorial Student Center.

THE PARTHENON
One member of each fraternity competed
in the annual Alpha Xi Delta, Xi Man competition Wednesday night in the Memorial Student
Center.
The chapter raised $1,721 towards its philanthropy, Autism Speaks. The contestants gathered
to show of their performance skills while also
raising money for autism awareness. The event
also promoted Greek unity by bringing together
members of different chapters all across campus.
This is the fourth year of the Xi man competition. This year Erin Worblewski, philanthropy
chair for Alpha Xi Delta, planned the event. Public relations chair, Taylor Watts, also assisted in
planning through promotions and publicity.
“As a national sorority, it is important to give
back because Alpha Xi Delta gives us so much,”
Watts said. “All of us have been touched by autism personally in our lives. That is what makes
us as a chapter so passionate about the cause.”
The chapter became a part of planning the
event as well as making the event a possibility.
Committees of girls assisted Worblewski in the
planning process. Other members of the chapter

page designed and edited by TAYLOR STUCK | stuck7@marshall.edu

assisted by being coaches for contestants, painting and collecting donations.
Most fraternities were already aware of the
event and have not only been working on selecting a member to participate, but actually
practicing.
The competition was conducted in typical pageant fashion. Each potential Xi man went on stage
to model for each category, including casual,
costume and talent. The competition concluded
with an interview question for each candidate.
There were also jars for donations during the
event. Each jar was labeled with a fraternity and
donations played a part in who would eventually
become the winner.
“I prepared for the Xi man competition with
the help of my two coaches and by using my
imagination for cool and original performance
ideas,” Duncan Waugaman, of Kappa Alpha Order, said.
Three judges scored the competition. This
year the winner of Xi Man was Tyler Salerno of Pi
Kappa Phi. Ten percent of the total money raised
will go to his fraternity’s philanthropy.
Erika Rittenhouse can be contacted at rittenhouse4@marshall.edu.
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Women’s basketball earns
overtime win on senior night
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University women’s basketball team celebrated its
seniors Wednesday night with an overtime win against the University of Texas San Antonio to end the season.
Seniors Suporia Dickens out of Freeport, Ill., Orlandia Williams
from Memphis, Tenn., and Erica Woods from St. George, Bermuda
all started for the Herd, with Williams scoring the first points for
her team.
“I remember the first time that I arrived on campus,” Williams
said to the media, “and it’s been playing for the team that has help
me become an adult. I’ve become a new person.”
The Herd struggled throughout the first half, only taking
the lead with 15:58 left in the first half. However, its lead
was short lived. Even with Marshall getting the double bonus for fouls, it went into the locker room at halftime with
an 11-point deficit.
Marshall then came out slow in the second half, but slowly
picked up the pace. The Herd went on a 15-4 run, which started
around the eight minute mark. At 6:22, the Herd tied the Roadrunners with 57, and traded the lead until heading to overtime, tied
at 72.
Overtime was rough, with fouls significantly slowing the game
down. However, the Herd pulled together to outscore UTSA nine
to four, giving it the 81-76 win.
This is the first win for the Herd since Feb. 15, coming back from
a deficit as low as 13 points during the second half.
Woods had two rebounds and three assists on the night, and
said she’ll remember this night happily because of the team.
“It’s awesome to end the season with a win,” Woods said to the
media. “I know from the past couple years, we haven’t really been
able to do much for the seniors. It’s great that everyone could pull
together and play for each other.”
Head coach Matt Daniel said he’s not entirely surprised by how
the game went.
“It is stressful,” Daniel said. “My family’s going to have to take the
next two days off before traveling to the championship.”

See WBB | Page 5

Senior guard Suporia Dickens puts up a shot against UTEP Wednesday in the Cam Henderson Center.

COURTNEY SEALEY | THE PARTHENON

Herd wraps up regular season against Charlotte
By BRAXTON CRISP

THE PARTHENON
The first 20-loss season since 2004-05 for the
Marshall University men’s
basketball team is set to
wrap up at 7 p.m. Thursday
night against Conference
USA newcomer Charlotte
inside the Cam Henderson
Center.
The 49ers come into the contest at 15-13 overall and 6-9 in
C-USA, while Marshall is 10-20
and 4-11 in league play.
Marshall
head
coach
Tom Herrion said getting
the win Sunday over East
Carolina provides a boost
of energy heading into the
home stretch of the season.
“It’s great for our kids to
understand that when we
make plays on both ends
of the floor late in games,
we put ourselves in a better position to win, and we
did that,” Herrion said. “Our
defense was outstanding
the entire second half, especially the last five minutes of
the game. We executed well
coming out of the timeout,
we do a nice job of executing the play and getting the
ball in the right spot. Talent
takes over and he makes a
big and-one.”
In previous C-USA seasons, there have been many
instances
where
teams
would play each other
twice, once at each team’s
home arena. With the expansion of the league prior
to the 2013-14 season, that
scheduling quirk is largely
gone, except for each team
playing one opponent twice
throughout the season. This
season, Marshall and Charlotte will play each other
twice. Game one ended with
the Herd earning a 59-56
victory on Feb. 15 at Halton
Arena in Charlotte.

Herrion said having already played the 49ers
makes game planning and
preparing for this opponent
easier than for some other
opponents this season.
“From a coaching standpoint, there’s a great level
of familiarity referencing
your game that was played
a couple weeks ago as well
as sifting through the other
games they’ve played since
then,” Herrion said. “It
makes it a little bit easier to
prepare, but not necessarily
to win.”
Herd
redshirt-freshman
forward Ryan Taylor said
the level of familiarity between the two teams will
make the rematch an even
more tightly contested game
than their first meeting.

“We know what each other
can do on both sides of the
court,” Taylor said. “We
might go zone [defense],
they’ll probably throw in
special plays for our zone.
We have plays for their man
[defense] and when they go
zone.”
Despite
the
20-losses,
Taylor said he wants to win
against Charlotte to show the
fans what this team is really
all about and not letting the
record dictate the memories
of fans.
“It’s our last home game,
pretty much the last time the
fans will get to see us besides
if we get a TV game in conference,” Taylor said. “We just
want to play for pride and just
show the home fans what we
have in store for next year and

leave them with a smile on
their face.”
Charlotte won 74-63 on
Sunday at home against Old
Dominion to snap a six game
losing streak dating back to
Feb. 7. The 49ers have four
players averaging in double
figures in scoring, led by
Shawn Lester’s 12.4 points
per game.
Not only will this be the final home game for the Herd, it
will be Pierria Henry’s, a 49er
and a South Charleston native, first game in Huntington
since his senior year. He was
high school teammates with
former Marshall football wide
receiver Aaron Dobson at
South Charleston High School.
Braxton Crisp can be
contacted at crisp23@
marshall.edu.

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Redshirt freshman guard Kareem Canty drives the ball against
UTEP Feb. 20 in the Cam Henderson Center.

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Junior forward Shawn Smith (far left), junior center Cheikh Sane and sophomore guard Chris Thomas (right) play defense against UAB Feb. 20 at the Cam Henderson Center.
page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu
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EDITORIAL

Financial aid not synonymous with parenthood
Some college students are paying
tuition through loans. Some have scholarships and grants. Some are lucky enough
to have parents or family who are paying
their way for them. Others are left completely on their own. No matter what,
college students everywhere are doing
what it takes to get an education.
Then there is high school senior Rachel
Canning, 18, in Lincoln Park, N.J. Canning
said she was kicked out of her abusive
home and is now suing her parents for financial support, legal fees and tuition, for
both college and the last semester at her
private high school.
On the flip side, Canning’s parents say
she left on her own accord because she did
not want to follow the household rules.

Assuming what Canning says is true,
and her mother did call her “fat” and her
father threatened to beat her, Canning had
every right to leave her home and live on
her own.
However, the New Jersey Division of
Child Protection and Permanency investigated the Canning family after it received
allegations of abuse. The DCPP found that
the allegations of “emotional abuse” were
unfounded.
On top of that, Canning left the family
home after being suspended from school
for truancy. She was also told she was not
allowed to see the boyfriend her parents
did not approve of because he too was
suspended from school and her cell phone
and car privileges were taken away.

Sounds like a scene from a movie. Private school girl runs away from home to
be with her boyfriend because she is an
“adult.”
Judge Peter Bogaard denied the
request for high school tuition and
current living expenses at a hearing
Tuesday, stating that nothing indicated
an emergency situation and the school
is allowing Canning to finish her last
semester free because she is an honors
student.
Canning believes her parents should
be required to support her until she
“can stand on [her] own two feet.” Her
and every other college student going to
college on their own dime.
Welcome to the real world, Rachel.

MCT CAMPUS

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

‘12 Years a Slave’ proves good, complicated movies are worth making
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Perhaps it’s not a big surprise that “12
Years a Slave,” the acclaimed movie based
on the true story of a free black man who
was sold into slavery in the 1840s, won the
Academy Award for best picture. It had already won critical acclaim and praise for
its lead actors, director and writer (all of
whom were nominated for Oscars as well).
Besides, as Ellen DeGeneres, the host of
the show, joked at the beginning of the
evening, Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences voters had only two options:
Either they could bestow their highest
honor on “12 Years a Slave,” or they were
all racists.
No feel-good movie, “12 Years a Slave” is
a relentlessly brutal depiction of the most
disturbing period in American history.
What is remarkable is that the movie got
made at all (for $22 million), that it won
attention and has already grossed a respectable $50 million in North America and
an additional $90 million internationally.

Being able to advertise it as “Oscar winner
for best picture” should give an additional
boost to revenues, especially at a moment
when viewers who worried about being
overwhelmed by the subject matter on a
big screen are finally able to watch it on a
smaller screen at home.
In recent years, it has become conventional wisdom that the big Hollywood
studios don’t like to take risks, and that
smaller, serious or controversial films have
a more difficult time getting made than
they did 15, 20 or 30 years ago. Perhaps
“12 Years a Slave” will serve as a reminder
to Hollywood studio executives and producers that movies that explore difficult
subjects and channel different voices are
often worth taking chances on. It helped
enormously that Brad Pitt was a producer
and plays a part in the film and that River
Road Entertainment gave backing to a
risky venture. But the point is that the film
has both paid off financially and enriched
our film culture. It has also deepened our

sense of history and given McQueen the
distinction of being the first black director
of a best picture-winning movie.
No one expects or would even want
Hollywood to stop making action movies
and blockbusters. And it is certainly true
that many small movies don’t make their
money back. But it is good to see that there
is an audience out there for “12 Years a
Slave” — and for “Dallas Buyers Club,”
about the early medical struggles of men
with AIDS, which took 20 years to bring to
the screen and has grossed $25.3 million
on a $5-million budget. Even movies that
have a female main character are often difficult to get made, but, as Cate Blanchett,
who won the best actress award for “Blue
Jasmine,” said pointedly during her acceptance speech, people do go to see movies
about women.
So if Hollywood takes a note from this
year’s Oscars, it should be that good, complicated movies are worth making. And
that is a feel-good theme.

BISHOP NASH

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
nash24@marshall.edu

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news
and editorial content.
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of grievances.
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Online Polls

YOU CAN BE HERD
Do you think the university should
reevaluate its school closing policy?

Which film will win the Academy
Award for Best Picture?

Yes, it’s difficult for commuters.
No, the current policy is fine.
I wouldn’t come to class anyway.

“12 Years A Slave”
“Gravity”
“American Hustle”

56%
26%
19%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

Be firm, be patient on Ukraine
CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
As night fell Monday, Russia
controlled much of the Crimean
Peninsula and threatened the
rest of Ukraine, as President
Barack Obama and Western allies
pleaded with President Vladimir
Putin to recognize he was making
a terrible blunder. Putin doesn’t
have a track record of responding
nicely to appeals for reason.
Putin knows that the West
won’t respond militarily to a fullscale Russian invasion of Ukraine,
which is not a member of NATO.
Russia was busy laying the
groundwork Monday for an argument that Ukrainians wanted
Russian troops to come in to protect them.
So how can the West respond?
By recognizing that Russia has
tanks to roll, but its economy is on
the rocks.
Bring a methodical economic
squeeze. That won’t bring instant
satisfaction. It could cause pain in
the parts of Europe that rely heavily on Russia for energy supplies.
But an economic squeeze is the
best, probably the only, course to
convince Putin this time that his
recklessness carries too high a
price.
Russia invaded Georgia in 2008
and lived to tell about it. Ukraine
and Georgia sought membership
in NATO, but the alliance saw no
urgency ... and feared provoking
Russia. Ukraine eventually withdrew its bid.
Russia invaded Georgia one
year after it was awarded the
Winter Olympic Games that just
concluded in Sochi. There was
never any serious thought by the
International Olympic Committee
of withdrawing the Games. Russia
was a bad character ... but everybody moved on.
So how can the West extract a
price that means something? By
focusing on Russia’s energy industry, which has provided the
revenues to prop up the Putin
government through Russia’s
economic malaise.
Trade restrictions could make
it more difficult for Russia to obtain the capital, equipment and
know-how it needs for the exploration and development of its
untapped energy reserves. Travel
restrictions could make it more
difficult for Russia’s government

and tycoons to do business
abroad.
The risk is that Eastern Europe,
Ukraine included, relies on Russia
for practically all its gas. In Germany, Europe’s biggest economy,
35 percent of the gas comes from
Russia. Retaliation by Russia
against sanctions could cause an
economic jolt.
Long term, Russia’s belligerence should prompt the U.S. and
Europe to encourage investment
in energy production from friendlier sources. Norway’s Statoil sells
more gas to European nations
than does Russia’s Gazprom.
Once the dust settles — even
Russia has to realize a long-term
occupation of Ukraine isn’t in the
cards — the West should step up
efforts to boost domestic energy
production in Ukraine. The West
isn’t going to buy off a Ukrainian
president, like Putin did. But it
can surely provide much more
economic assistance, and greater
access to markets, to convince a
divided populace that a free economy is the only direction to go.
Ukraine can’t match the Russian military gun for gun. But it
can make itself a little less vulnerable to Russia’s economic bully
tactics. Ukraine has signed deals
with Chevron Corp. and Royal
Dutch Shell for potentially transformative energy projects in the
western, Eurocentric part of the
country. American and European
diplomats can assist in nailing
down deals for deep-water drilling in the Black Sea.
The Russian economy grew by
only 1.3 percent in 2013. That’s
likely to look like nirvana compared with 2014 if Russia persists
with its folly in Ukraine. Stock indexes in Russia cratered Monday.
The Russian ruble hit a record
low against foreign currencies.
The country faces a dangerous
threat of inflation.
Putin has squandered his nation’s oil wealth to promote his
Soviet-style, autocratic rule.
As Russia marches backward,
resorting to force to achieve its political ends, it becomes even less
attractive for foreign investment.
America and Europe can make
the most of that vulnerability.
Dry up foreign investment in
Russia. Putin’s not one to cry for
mercy, but he’ll feel the pain.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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UC Berkeley sexual assault
victims file federal complaint

SAND

Continued from Page 1
“Nutrition is the building
block to becoming a healthy
individual and that’s why
we are here demonstrating
today,” Watson said. “These
kids will develop their
nutrition and fitness habits early, which is such an
advantage.”
Elizabeth Houck, a graduate assistant at the MU
Early Education STEM Center, said the experience is
not only fun for the kids to
participate in, but also correlates with their lesson
plans.
“We have a healthy food
initiative in our preschool,
so we wanted to bring the
kids over here to expose
them to some healthy food
practices, “Houck said. “It
is important for the young

INSURANCE

Continued from Page 2

JANE TYSKA | BAY AREA NEWS GROUP | MCT

University of California, Berkeley students Shannon Thomas, 21, left, and Sofie Karasek, 20, embrace after speaking during a press conference
at the Graduate School of Journalism in Berkeley, Calif., Feb. 26. Thirty-one female students have filed a federal complaint against the
university, claiming Cal violated federal anti-discrimination laws by failing to protect them against sexual harassment and assault.
By KATY MURPHY

THE OAKLAND TRIBUNE (MCT)
Students angered by how
their campus handles sexual
assaults have filed a sweeping new federal complaint
against the University of California, Berkeley, drawing more
scrutiny to a campus already
facing a state investigation and
mounting criticism.
For the second time since
May, but in far larger numbers, a group of current and
former students is asking the
U.S. Department of Education
to investigate the university,
claiming Cal violated federal
anti-discrimination laws by
failing to protect them against
sexual harassment and assault.
And now their show of force is
starting to get results from the
university.
On Wednesday, in a powerful
news conference at the campus’
journalism school, six of the
women — wearing Cal T-shirts
and sweatshirts — told stories
of despair, frustration and pain.
They say the campus disciplinary process — commonly used
in addition to, or instead of, a
criminal investigation — fails
to investigate and punish assailants or to keep victims
informed about the status of
their cases. Instead of feeling
supported by their school, they
said, they felt victimized again.
“I feel unsafe on my own
campus, my own home. And
the worst part of it is, I no longer trust my university to stand
up for me. For four years, I
dreaded leaving UC Berkeley,

SAT

Continued from Page 1
To help address that issue, the
College Board is starting a partnership with the online Khan
Academy to offer a free series of
practice exams and videos about
good test-taking practices. The
Silicon Valley-based Khan Academy has become one of the most
popular online-education sites,
particularly in its math offerings.
Analysts said the steps arise
from both the College Board's
self-interest and public interest.
Two years ago, the rival ACT _
which most colleges also accept _
surpassed the SAT in the number
of test takers across the nation.
About 1.6 million students took
the SAT last year and more than
1.7 million the ACT, with some
taking both as insurance.
In some ways, the new SAT will
become more like the ACT, which
has an optional writing section that
many colleges require. The SAT
also will switch to the ACT model
of grading, in which only correct
answers are counted and students
are not dinged for wrong ones.

and now I can’t wait to get out,”
wrote senior Shannon Thomas
in the complaint.
Thomas was one of the
women who told her story publicly on Wednesday, and for that
reason this story is naming her.
She said she received little help
after reporting she was being
sexually harassed and threatened by a classmate.
The outcry at Cal is part of
a national movement of sexual
violence victims pressuring
their campuses to deal swiftly,
consistently and fairly with a
problem that — according to a
White House task force report
— affects one in five college
women.
The students decided to ask
the Office for Civil Rights to investigate after not hearing for
nine months from the Department of Education’s Federal
Student Aid office about their
complaint.
Cal’s sexual assault policies
— and those of UCLA; California State University, Chico;
and San Diego State — are
also being probed by the state
Legislature’s Joint Audit Committee. UC Berkeley has made
changes and announced more
Tuesday.
But the young women
said their treatment has not
matched the rhetoric.
— Iman Stenson said she returned after summer vacation
last August to see a nametag for
her assailant on the dorm room
across the hall. When she complained, she said, she had to
move to a different room.
The College Board has faced
criticism for many years that
the SAT is not fair to some lowincome and minority students
and that high school grades
are a much better predictor of
how well an applicant will do in
college.
As a result, some colleges
have eliminated the need for
any exam at all. The new exam
appears to be a more populist version, more connected
to the new federal Common
Core teaching standards. And
if students decide to skip the
essay, they will take a less timeconsuming exam: three hours
instead of the current three
hours and 45 minutes.
The dropping of the essay requirement will pose a dilemma
for many colleges, especially for
the University of California system, which is the single-largest
customer of the SAT. UC administrators 10 years ago pushed and
won a previous set of reforms in
the SAT, including the addition
of the essay, which is a 25-minute, handwritten exercise at the
exam's start.
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— Thomas said a Cal administrator concluded the
classmate threatening “hate
sex” in text messages and in
social media this semester
was merely joking, and that
the campus would not pursue
a conduct violation against
him or remove him from her
class.
— Nicoletta Commins, a
recent Cal graduate, said she
learned about an informal disciplinary agreement between
the university and her attacker
about four months after it was
reached, and only when she inquired. She also reported the
case to the police and the young
man was convicted of felony assault, she said.
— Cal graduate Diva Kass
described a 2009 disciplinary
hearing in which she was not
allowed to have a lawyer or
present witnesses; the student
accused of rape had both. The
panel did not find the young
man responsible for rape,
and she was not permitted to
appeal. (Berkeley police investigated but no charges were
filed.)
“What really shocked me was
Berkeley has this reputation of
being a progressive school; I
expected them to be supportive of a woman being assaulted
by another student and to hold
him responsible in a just way,”
Kass, now in law school out-ofstate, said in a phone interview.
In September, Cal issued its
first specific policy for sexual
misconduct cases; it granted
additional rights to alleged

OPEN HOUSE

Continued from Page 1
Hilary Brewster, assistant professor in the English
department, is a first year
professor at Marshall and said
events like these are import to
Marshall.
“The most helpful of these
programs for me has been
faculty boot camp,” Brewster
said. “It’s like a weekly study
hall for professors. It’s a good
way for new faculty to get
into a routine about getting to
work and being accountable.”
The CTL provided a
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assault victims, who can now
appeal. Before an informal
resolution is reached with the
accused student, the campus
is supposed to consult with the
victim.
A Cal administrator on
Wednesday expressed sympathy for the women and a
desire to improve its response.
“Berkeley wants to do the right
thing and if we’re not doing the
right thing we need to know
what we can do differently,”
said Claire Holmes, associate
vice chancellor of communications and public affairs.
Chancellor Nicholas Dirks
on Tuesday pledged to hold
assailants accountable and to
support sexual violence victims. In a prepared statement,
Dirks said the campus was adding two positions — one to help
victims understand the disciplinary process and another
to investigate complaints —
among other steps.
Dirks also thanked student
leaders “who have sought to
raise awareness and catalyze
necessary changes by sharing
their own personal and painful
stories of sexual assault.”
A Stanford law professor
who led an overhaul of her
campus’s disciplinary process for sexual assault victims
said colleges across the country need to do better. “These
young girls had to drag the
adults to the table, and that’s
wrong,” said professor Michele
Dauber. “Their activism is forcing us to do what we should
have done.”
give-a-way to faculty that included a Keurig coffee maker,
iPad mini and gift certificates.
They also provided books
from the CTL library for faculty to check out.
The fellowship comes with
a $5,000 stipend and a onecourse reassignment during
the spring semester of service. All full-time tenured,
tenure-track and 3-year term
faculty are eligible to apply.
Applications will be accepted
until April 14.
Kylee McMullen can be
contacted at McMullen11@
marshall.edu.

extensions in November for
2013 policies that lacked the
beefed-up coverage and consumer protections required
under the law.
About half the states agreed
to the extension, although state
regulators feared the mix of
old and new plans could drive
premiums higher in 2015 and
disrupt the insurance markets,
which were already adjusting
to the new marketplaces.

WAGE

Continued from Page 2
hurt the economy, saying
workers would spend the
money.
“Which means that suddenly, businesses have more
customers, which means they
make more profits, which
means they can hire more
workers,” he said. “Which
means, you get a virtuous cycle. It’s common sense.”
Although many Democratic lawmakers support

WBB

Continued from Page 3
Dickens ended her career
with Marshall by starting, as
well as playing for a total of 33
minutes, scoring 14 points and
getting nine rebounds. Nine
of her points coming from the

children to learn about
healthy food experiences
and about what foods will
give them energy and so
forth so they can set healthy
eating habits when they are
young.”
Molly Forrest, a junior in
the dietetics program, said
it is important for kids to
develop healthy eating habits when they are young.
“This is a fun way to celebrate nutrition,” Forrest
said. “The kids are painting
a banner with fruit and vegetables and that banner will
be donated to the MU food
pantry.”
Forrest said the event is
just the start of nutrition
month and SAND will hold
many more events throughout the year.
Morgan M. Switzer can
be contacted at switzer12@marshall.edu.

Adam Hamm, president of
the National Association of
Insurance
Commissioners
and North Dakota insurance
commissioner, sounded similar concerns on Wednesday.
Even though the two-year
extension would apply only
to current policies and not
new insurance purchases, “it
still has the potential to create confusion surrounding
available options for health
insurance and uncertainty
in the restructured marketplace,” Hamm said.
legislation to increase the
minimum wage, it’s not been a
priority for the Senate leadership. Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., has said
there won’t be vote on the
measure until late March or
early April.
Polls do suggest there is
widespread public support. A
Pew Research Center survey
conducted last month found
strong support for increasing
the minimum wage, with 73
percent of those surveyed in
favor.
three-point line.
After this win, Marshall ends
the regular season with a record
of 10-19, while UTSA finishes
13-16.
The Herd will be back in action in El Paso, Texas for the start
of Conference-USA Championships as seed No. 16 March 11.
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‘12 Years
a Slave’
puts spotlight
on Hollywood’s
approach to race
By JOHN HORN

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Was it ultimately a race about race?
The best picture Oscar is meant to honor the year’s
greatest achievement in film, and “12 Years a Slave” had
no shortage of supporters before winning the top honor
Sunday. But for all the film’s artistry, the undercurrent
of many “12 Years a Slave” conversations hinged on race
and how Hollywood has for decades given short shrift
to one of the most inglorious chapters in the nation’s
history.
The film’s distributor anchored its awards campaign
around the line “It’s time,” easily interpreted as an attempt to exhort members of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences into voting for the movie because it was the right thing to do.
The film’s director, British filmmaker Steve McQueen,
said repeatedly during the long awards season that Hollywood appeared more comfortable making Holocaust
movies than slavery stories. And in her opening monologue, Oscar host Ellen DeGeneres even joked that if
McQueen’s telling of the enslavement of Solomon Northup didn’t take the top Academy Award, voters could
be branded as “racists.”
Whether or not Oscar voters were motivated by fear
of looking racially insensitive, or to correct a perceived
historical wrong, can never be known. But one top Oscar
strategist said that Academy Awards voters have a long
history of honoring movies that take on the subject of
race relations.
“Look at ‘A Soldiers Story,’ ‘In the Heat of the Night,’
‘Ray,’ ‘Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner’ and ‘Sounder,’”
said Tony Angellotti, reeling off the names of films that
collectively garnered 30 Oscar nominations with nine
wins. “This kind of socially aware vote for a movie that
spotlights racism is rooted in the academy’s DNA.”
All the same, two Oscar voters privately admitted
that they didn’t see “12 Years a Slave,” thinking it would
be upsetting. But they said they voted for it anyway
because, given the film’s social relevance, they felt obligated to do so.
In winning the best picture honor, “12 Years a Slave”
became the first feature directed by a black man to
collect the definitive Academy Award, capping a remarkable year for people of color in Hollywood. The Kenyan
actress Lupita Nyong’o from “12 Years a Slave” won for
supporting actress, “Gravity” filmmaker Alfonso Cuaron
became the first Latino to win the directing Oscar and
“20 Feet From Stardom,” a look at African-American
back-up singers, was named top documentary feature.
Even if they didn’t win any Oscars, 2013’s most acclaimed films included the civil rights tale “Lee Daniels’
The Butler,” the Jackie Robinson story “42” and the South
African biography “Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom.”
Though most Oscar ceremonies carry a bit of suspense, the tension inside the Dolby Theatre on Sunday
night was palpably different.
Would “Gravity,” an apolitical thriller about a space accident, return to earth with the best picture? Or would
Oscar voters endorse “12 Years a Slave,” a film that many
feared was so unsettling they put off viewing it until the
last moment, if they watched it at all? Or as DeGeneres
said in her opening monologue, “Possibility No. 1, ‘12
Years a Slave’ wins best picture. Possibility No. 2, you’re
all racists.”

MCT

When Will Smith opened the envelope and announced
the winner, there was almost an air of relief inside the
cavernous theater before the A-listers and others rose
as one in applause.
“I think the African-American community is glad the
film was chosen as best picture because that is a validation of African-American history and the pain and
suffering within that history, and the survival of that
history,” said Brenda Stevenson, who teaches AfricanAmerican history a UCLA. “In that way, it does help to
heal.”
Stevenson, who teaches parts of Northup’s memoir
in undergraduate and graduate courses, said that “12
Years a Slave’s” win is a milestone in part because the
award proves that a story illuminating the horrors of
antebellum slavery can “resonate with a large audience.”
Made for $22 million (with rebates reducing its final
cost to close to $18 million), the film has grossed more
than $50 million in domestic release, and its Oscar glory
will undoubtedly boost its box office prospects, even
though it’s set to be released on DVD this week. Executives at distributor Fox Searchlight believe the Oscar
victories could bring several million dollars more in
ticket sales.
Minutes after “12 Years a Slave” collected the best
picture statuette, McQueen was asked about the significance of his victory nearly 75 years after “Gone With the
Wind,” which had a decidedly more romanticized view
of slavery, took the same honor.
“Well, it obviously is a mark of development,” McQueen said backstage. “The background characters are
now in the foreground, and their history, and their lives
— how they lived — are being recognized in a way more
than before. And I think it’s indicative of what’s going on
now. I think people are ready for this narrative.”
Hollywood, however, has shown scant interest in
making movies about the black experience. It took the
producers of “Lee Daniels’ The Butler” two years to
raise the funds to make the movie, cobbling together
its budget from an array of investors. Producer Thomas
Tull spent as much time trying to make “42.” And River
Road Entertainment and New Regency Pictures bankrolled the bulk of “12 Years a Slave” after distributor Fox
Searchlight initially passed on backing it.
As McQueen sees it, support for movies like his
arrives gradually, and he understands why movie
studios have been more willing to explore the inhumanity committed by Nazis than past citizens of the
United States.
Slavery, the director said a few days before the Oscars,
was “horrendous, violent, vicious, nasty” and “it’s understandable that people had difficulty coming to terms
with it or visualizing it via cinema. But now I feel people
are receptive. People now are wanting to engage in that
history in order to go forward more than any other time.
Possibly because there’s a black president, possibly because last year when the movie came out was the 50th
anniversary of the civil rights march on Washington and
the ‘I Have a Dream’ speech.”
As Brad Pitt, one of the winners of the best picture Oscar put it backstage, “At the end of the day we just hope
that this film remains a gentle reminder that we’re all
equal. We want dignity and opportunity for ourselves
and our family, and that another’s freedom is every bit
as important as our own. That’s it. That’s everything.”

TODAY IN THE LIFE!
WMUL-FM TOP 10 ALTERNATIVE
1. "Badillac" by
Together Pangea
2. "Half the City" by St.
Paul & the Broken Bones
3. "Mozes and the
Firstborn"
by Mozes and
the Firstborn
4. "Too True" by
Dum Dum Girls

Chiwetel Ejiofor as "Solomon Northup" in
Steve McQueen's "12 Years a Slave."

5. "Hollow and Akimbo"
by Hollow and Akimbo
6. "Island Intervals"
by Death Vessel
7. "Love Death Immortality"
by Glitch Mob
8. "Galore" by Thumpers
9. "Ghettoville" by Actress
10. "Burn your Fire for No
Witness" by Angel Olsen

LIONEL HAHN | ABACA PRESS | MCT

Lupita Nyong'o on stage during the 86th annual
Academy Awards Sunday at the Dolby Theatre at
Hollywood & Highland Center in Los Angeles.
ROBERT GAUTHIER | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT

“

It doesn’t escape me for one moment
that so much joy in my life is thanks to
so much pain in someone else’s. And
so I want to salute the spirit of
Patsey for her guidance.

— Lupita Nyong'o, Best Supporting Actress for "12 Years a Slave"

MTV GOES PRO

Late night host Conan O'Brien will take
the stage as host of the 2014 MTV Movie
Awards April 13. "After eight years of
intense negotiations, I am honored to announce I am hosting MTV's second most
prestigious awards show," O'Brien said
in a statement. O'Brien will be the oldest
host to ever host the show at 50, lending
a different perspective to the job.

DAPPER DINOS EN VOGUE

Feeling bored? Go to www.vogue.co.uk, then type this sequence of
arrows: up, up, down, down, left, right, left, right, "b" "a." Continue
to tap "a," and watch a parade of hatted dinosaurs parade across
the page. Trust us, it's worth it.
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"I've been
beating myself
up all day. Then
I thought...what
would Idina
Menzel say?
She'd say, Let it
go, let it go."
— John Travolta in response to
butchering Idina Menzel's name at
the Academy Awards Sunday

